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Our Services this Month 

January 2017 
1st Jan. 2017   Naming of Jesus Christ 

9.30 am St. Francis  No Service 

11 am St Mary’s  Morning Prayer 

8th Jan. 2017   Baptism of Christ 

9.30 am St. Francis  Christingle Service 

11 am St Mary’s  Christingle Service 

15th  Jan. 2017  2nd Sunday of Epiphany 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11.00 am St. Mary’s  Holy Communion 

22nd Jan 2017   3rd Sunday of Epiphany 

9.30 am St Francis  MP 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Holy communion 

29th Jan. 2017   Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

9.30 am St. Francis  No Service 

11.00 am St. Mary’s  Joint Service of Holy Communion 
 

Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Rev. Paul Watkin 01376 583930 psgw100@aol.com 

Churchwarden Maureen Scollan  01376 517863 

Churchwarden Peter Hope   01376 502605 

Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy 01376 512781 

Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken   01376 583846 

Musical Director Emmelia Van der Walt  07940 512407 
 

Please hand articles for the magazine to Peter Hope or contact by  

email peterhope@utilitywarehouse.org.uk by 18th of the month. 
 

Rivenhall Website     www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk 

St Francis Silver End Website  www.st-francis.org.uk/ 

Find More information on our  activities by visiting our Facebook page 

search:-<THE PARISH OF RIVENHALL AND SILVER END> or follow the link 

on our Website (you will need a Facebook account to view this page) 
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New Year thoughts from your Team Vicar – time for a 
New Years Resolution? 

As I have in previous years, I'd like to begin my January letter 

by saying Big Thank You to everyone for the many cards and 

well-wishes which my family and I received this Christmas. It 

is very kind of so many people, and not by any means taken 

for granted. So Thank You – I do also hope that everyone 

reading this had an enjoyable Christmas, along with some 

time for rest and relaxation. 

But for many people January can be both a mix of melancholy 

and joyful expectation; though I've wondered if the sense of 

melancholy which some people can feel is for a number of rea-

sons. For example, January might mean going back to work 

following that well-deserved time-off, and from the secular 

world's point of view one might argue that Christmas is now 

nothing but a recent memory. January can also bring inclem-

ent weather, and you might be looking forward to some holi-

day again in either the spring or summer that  may feel like an 

age away. So as much as it's a grey sky at times outside, 

some people end up feeling a little 'grey' inside too. 

But hang-on you may now be saying: What about the more 

positive aspects this month? Well of course from a general 

world point of view, January brings with it another New Year. 

It can be time to blow-off the cobwebs, and perhaps start a 

new project or plan a new adventure. It can be a time to 

'spring clean' one's life in all sorts of ways. From sorting out 

cupboards to clearing out the loft or garage.  

The start of a new year might also be the right time to think 

about 'spring cleaning' our actual lives too. We might ask 

'what are the things in life which it's time to move on from?'. 

Or 'are there any areas of my life which simply need to be 

sorted out a bit?' As we get older, and the years pass by, most 

of us will accumulate all sort of good things along the way and 

it's hoped that through our life experience that we'll be a little 

bit wiser each year too in terms of the judgements and deci-

sions that we make.  

But inevitably, most of us manage to accumulate various bits 
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and pieces of emotional or spiritual 'clutter' as well. Or it 

could be that there are things which we hold on to beyond 

their usefulness. A new year can give us the chance and en-

couragement to reflect on all this, and to ask ourselves  once 

again what we might feel we should do about all this. As part 

of what has become known as The Sermon on the Mount, in 

Matthew 6:21 Jesus reminds us that “For where your treasure 

is, there your heart will be also”. So as part of our spiritual 

decluttering exercise, it's good for us to also ask ourselves 

where our biggest priorities in life lie. Are they with God, our 

family and friends? Or have there been occasions when our 

priorities have been skewed in the wrong direction? – even if 

only for a short time.  

All of these issues which we've been thinking about here and 

the potential answers to them will be different for each and 

every person, and what the response might be will be individ-

ually different too. Last month at Christmastime, we remem-

bered with gratitude the gift from God of himself in the person 

of Jesus, and the relationship with God which we're in turn 

each offered through him. So as you embark on another new 

year, why not give some time back to God in prayer and re-

flection. For if we bring ourselves and our lives openly and 

honestly before him, we can ask our loving father for his wis-

dom and guidance as to what aspects of our lives we should 

develop or even change. 

New year resolutions are often forgotten as quickly as they 

are made – especially with the sometimes 'greyness' of Janu-

ary which the month can sometimes seem to bring. But with 

God in our lives the sun (or son!) can seem to shine through 

the clouds around us, and bring brightness, renewed order, 

freedom from spiritual clutter, and renewed hope in life too. 

May I wish you all a very bright and positive start to another 

New Year, in 2017. 

Paul Watkin. 
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The 50/50 Club November 2016 winners   

1st Mr Shead,   2nd Mrs Bell,   3rd Dr Scollan.  

 

**************************** 

From the Registers December 2016 

Weddings  None Funerals  None 

Burial of Ashes  13th December 2016 

Herbert Henry Newbrook & Margaret Kathleen Newbrook 

Christenings   

11-12-2016 Nathan William Chambers 

21-12-2016  Thomas Keith Bealey 

************************** 

Collects and Reading For January 2017 

1st Jan. Naming of Jesus Christ 

Morning Prayer 

Readings 

Isaiah 60:1-6 

Ephesians 3:1-12 

Matthew 2:1-12  

Collect 

God in Trinity, 

eternal unity of perfect love: 

gather the nations to be one family, 

and draw us into your holy life 

through the birth of Emmanuel, 

our Lord Jesus Christ.  

8th Jan. Baptism of Christ 

Christingle Service 

Readings 

Isaiah 42:1-9 

Acts10:34-43 

Matthew 3:13-End  
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Collect 

Heavenly Father, 

at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: 

may we recognize him as our Lord 

and know ourselves to be your beloved children; 

through Jesus Christ our Saviour.  

15th January 2nd Sunday of Epiphany 

Matins 

Readings 

Isaiah 49:1-7 

1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

John 1:29-42  

Collect 

Eternal Lord, 

our beginning and our end: 

bring us with the whole creation 

to your glory, hidden through past ages 

and made known 

in Jesus Christ our Lord  

22nd January 3rd Sunday of Epiphany 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Isaiah 9:1-4 

1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

Matthew 4:12-23  

Collect 

God of all mercy, 

your Son proclaimed good news to the poor, 

release to the captives, 

and freedom to the oppressed: 

anoint us with your Holy Spirit 

and set all your people free 

to praise you in Christ our Lord.  

29th January Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

Candlemas (Principal Feast) 

Holy Communion 
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Readings 

Malachi 3:1-5  

Hebrews 2:14-18  

Luke 2:22-40  

Collect 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

light of the nations and glory of Israel: 

make your home among us, 

and present us pure and holy 

to your heavenly Father, 

your God, and our God.  
 

WIDENING OF THE A12 Proposed timetable 

By the Editor 

I Have done a little research on this subject and for those inter-

ested in the Preliminary timetable the details can be found at:- 

http://roads.highways.gov.uk/projects/a12-chelmsford-to-a120

-widening-scheme/ 

The following is a summary of the available information 

The Timetable is as follows:- 

Date   Event 

March 2016  Feasibility assessment 

December 2016 Identifying options 

Spring 2017  Have your say 

Summer 2017  Preferred route announcement 

Summer 2018  Preliminary design 

Summer 2019  Statutory process (including a second  

    chance to have your say) 

2020    Pre-construction preparation 

2020    Start of works 

As of Mid December no options have as yet ben published how-

ever these should become available in the next couple of 

months and at that point we will have some idea of which if 

any properties in Rivenhall End will be affected. 
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RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTES OF MEETING HELD 6th DECEMBER 

Present: Cllrs. Abbott (Chairman), Wright, Anderson, Bills, Clark, 

Prime and Turner  

Also present: Parish Clerk and 4 members of the public. 

Public Forum 

The following matters were raised: 

 A120 route options and A12 widening consultations. 

 BDC Green bins suspended collections and problems caused at 

ECC recycling centres by changes to rules. 

 The accumulation of fallen leaves at the junction of Rickstones 

and Oak Roads. 

Matters for Discussion 

Grant request on behalf of Rivenhall & Silver End PCC towards the 

cost of a new ride-on mower 

It was agreed to provide a grant of £250. 

To consider the future allocation of Parish Council grants to other 

organisations 

It was agreed to continue to budget for the following grants during 

2017/18, but to keep these items under review in future years: 

P.C.C.   £350 Printing parish magazine 

R.B.L.   £45 Remembrance wreath 

Air Ambulance £25 General support 

C.P.R.E.  £36 General support 

C.A.B.   £25 General support 

Christmas Tree £215 Purchase plus electricity 

To consider the use/sale of the council’s unused mower 

It was agreed that the Clerk should start enquiries re the sale of 

the self-propelled lawnmower. 

Boundary review 

BDC is to start a boundary review, given the large extent of devel-

opment proposed in the district. Whilst there is no set timetable yet, 

the aim is for completion before the 2019 elections. One of the sites 

indicated for a review is the Forest Road growth location. 
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ECC Highways maintenance 

The repainting of the highway surface sign along Oak Road towards 

the A12 remains outstanding – this signage helps to reduce the num-

ber of HGVs turning into Foxmead. The Chairman will remind ECC. 

The Chairman is in consultation with ECC regarding safety improve-

ments at the junction of Rectory Lane and Rickstones Road. ECC has 

agreed to replace the broken sign and a request has been made to 

them for an advisory speed of 20mph to be shown. (Post meeting 

note: this will now be a simple speed reduction sign with no numeri-

cal advice). 

Public footpath 60 – the temporary closure has been extended for an 

additional 6 months. 

In future any dysfunctional streetlight heads are to be replaced with 

LED units. (Post meeting note; the first of these have now been in-

stalled along Oak Road and Tusser Close. They are very different to 

the sodium streetlights that have been in the village for many years. 

The LEDs are a sharp white light source rather than the softer amber 

of sodium lights. If residents have any feedback on the LED units be-

ing used by ECC, please contact James Abbott). 

It has been ascertained that the entrance to The Drive off Henry Dix-

on Road is the responsibility of ECC Highways and the Chairman has 

made a request to them for repairs of potholes. 

General maintenance 

Two applications had been received to fill the vacancy for a self-

employed litter-picker. It was agreed that the contract for litter pick-

ing in Rivenhall Village be awarded to one applicant and that for Riv-

enhall End to the other applicant with effect from 1st January 2017 

for a one year initial period. 

Planning applications 

16/01769/FUL: Car port and wooden summer house/hobby room – 

321 Rickstones Road. 

Members raised no objection. 

16/01832/ADV: Regularisation of 2 no. non-illuminated “V” board 

signs – Rickstones Road near the Forest Road junction. 

Members raised no objection in principle to this application, but com-

mented that a) the applicant does not appear to own the land shown 

on the application and b) that the whole field is shown as the applica-

tion site instead of the small area where the signs have already been 
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put up. 

Planning Results 

16/01623/FUL: Change of use of Spa Area to Function Room – 

Rivenhall Hotel. 

Application granted by BDC. 

Ongoing Planning Issues 

A12 widening 

A local meeting between parish councillors and Highways England 

representatives regarding the A12 widening was held on 8th No-

vember at Rivenhall End. Whilst local issues were raised about Riv-

enhall End, the HE reps offered no assurances. Public consultations 

are due to be held early in 2017 on both the A12 widening and 

A120 route options. A request was made that the local meeting be 

held at Henry Dixon Hall. (Post meeting note: The consultations will 

start on January 17th with the Rivenhall event currently listed as 

Rivenhall Hotel on February 6th. HE has been asked if Henry Dixon 

Hall was considered. Further details will be published on the web-

site  www.a120essex.co.uk ). 

BDC Local Plan 

The sites along the Witham/Rivenhall boundary are still to be con-

sidered. (Post meeting note: These sites have now been considered 

by BDC and no changes are proposed to existing allocations. BDC 

has annnounced that it is putting back the special meeting to sign 

off its Draft Plan from February to June due to the need for further 

work on the proposed “Garden Communities” along the A120 corri-

dor). 

Rivenhall Airfield – Waste Incinerator 

The Environment Agency are continuing to consider the Environ-

mental Permit application from Gent Fairhead and are saying they 

will make a decision by the end of December 2016. (Post meeting 

note: The EA has REFUSED the permit application due to the appli-

cants not demonstrating the use of Best Available Technology (BAT) 

to reduce emissions – this related in particular to the stack height 

and internal abatement equipment. Concerns were also raised by 

the EA about inadequate plans for dealing with emergencies such 

as fires.) 

Colemans Farm Quarry 

Site preparation work is ongoing. The Chairman is liaising with ECC 

regarding queries raised by residents about a number of pre-

http://www.a120essex.co.uk
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commencement conditions. 

Braintree District Local Highways Panel 

The latest information is follows: 

a. 7.5T weight restriction, Oak Road – The Clerk has written 

to the BDLHP requesting information regarding the objec-

tor and the estimated time before the scheme can be im-

plemented.  A reply is still awaited (Post meeting note: 

ECC has rejected the scheme due to the objection from a 

local landowner (not named in the decision papers). The 

Chairman in his capacity as an ECC councillor has ap-

pealed the decision and this will be heard at a meeting at 

County Hall in January.) 

b. Extended 30mph limit along Church Road – Discussions 

continue regarding a possible reintroduction of the original 

proposal for a 40mph “buffer” zone. 

c. Rectory Lane – a new scheme to block the southern exit 

of Rectory Lane to motorised traffic, whilst leaving it open 

to cyclists and pedestrians has been submitted.  ECC of-

ficers are currently considering the application. 

d. Oak Road - a new scheme has been submitted re HGVs 

ignoring weight and height warnings going down Oak 

Road to the railway bridge. Numerous residents have 

complained recently, police called, etc as HGVs try to re-

verse back causing chaos. The 2 suggestions to the 

BDLHP are to liaise with all satnav providers to detail the 

road as unsuitable for HGVs and to install some form of 

height warning system between the Rickstones Road junc-

tion and Hoo Hall Lodge to alert drivers to go no further if 

they are in over-height vehicles. 

Correspondence 

A letter has been received by the Chairman and Clerk from Cllr. Bills 

tendering his resignation with effect from Wednesday 7th December 

due to the fact that he is moving away from the district. Sincere 

thanks were expressed by Members to Cllr. Bills for his work on be-

half of the council and in support of residents over recent years. 

The Clerk will notify BDC of the casual vacancy that has arisen so 

that the appropriate steps can be taken to advertise the vacancy and 

proceed as necessary in due course. 

A letter was received and subsequently forwarded to BDC re dogs 
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being let loose to roam about in the children’s play area in the Albert 

Moss Playing Field.   

Information exchange and items for the January Agenda 

 Golf Club car park lighting has led to complaints from a resi-

dent. The column mounted lights appear to be in breach of 

planning conditions – Chairman to check with BDC. 

 Poor Broadband coverage – February agenda for discussion. 

 Carols in Rivenhall around the Christmas Tree on 20th Decem-

ber. 

 Two further RTAs along Church/Park Roads since the last meet-

ing. 

Public Feedback 

 There is a gap in lighting along the raised section of the footway 

opposite Rickstones Farmhouse. It was suggested this could be 

a location for a solar powered activated light. 

 HGVs breaking up the footway along Oak Road. 

 Incinerator – Parishes Against Incinerator (PAIN) action meet-

ings. 

Dates of future meetings 

Tuesdays 3rd January and 7th February 2017 both at Rivenhall Vil-

lage Hall, starting at 8pm. 

POST MEETING NOTE Re Incinerator  Quote from the Braintree 

and Witham Times 22 Dec 2016 

CAMPAIGNERS are celebrating after a bid for a permit for the contro-

versial Rivenhall incinerator was turned down by the Environment 

Agency. 

In February, Essex County Council approved Gent Fairhead’s revised 

plans to build a facility, including a heat and power plant, a recycling 

plant, an anaerobic digester, a mechanical biological treatment plant, 

a pulp plant and a waste water treatment centre at Rivenhall Airfield. 

Residents from 14 towns and parishes in the region have banded to-

gether to fight the plans since day one. They were given an early 

Christmas present on Wednesday when the application for a permit to 

burn waste was rejected by the Environment Agency. 

It was ruled the applicant did not demonstrate the use of best availa-

ble practices to reduce emissions and the impact on the environment. 
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The agency drew particular attention to the low stack height. 

Nick Unsworth, of the No Essex Incinerator campaign, said: “From 

our perspective we are delighted. 

“We would like to thank Priti Patel and the Environment Agency who 

we worked with to provide some information for the inquiry. 

“It is the first victory for us, the applicant may appeal and we are 

ready for that. 

“There are planning issues that now have to be investigated and Es-

sex County Council has some serious questions to answer now after 

approving the amendments.” 

It is yet to be seen if this is the end of the matter!! 

 

Sky Notes January 2017 

Following the Winter Solstice on 21st December, daylight beings to 

draw out noticeably in January. By the last week of the month we 

have gained about 50 minutes of daylight in the afternoon and 30 

minutes in the morning compared to the “shortest day”. The last 

week of January is also about the time when the Sun starts to feel 

noticeably warm again; as it climbs the sky the Sun’s rays shine more 

directly through our atmosphere whereas the rays from the low an-

gled Sun around the Solstice are spread out and absorbed by the 

thick wedge of atmosphere they are travelling through. 

Earth reaches perihelion on the afternoon of 4th January, the closest 

point to the Sun along our slightly elliptical orbit. Currently the shape 

of the Earth’s orbit is the third most circular of the major planets in 

our Solar System, with Mercury being the most elliptical. However 

these orbital shapes are not fixed – gravitational tugs from the other 

planets change the shape of orbits over many thousands of years – 

including that of the Earth. The cyclical changing shape of our orbit is 

linked to long term climatic changes. 

Venus continues to improve throughout January. Our sister planet is 

so bright it will be obvious even from light polluted town locations, 

seen low in the South West in the early evening. On the 31st there 

will be a fine grouping of Venus, Mars and the young Moon, best seen 

around 7pm. By this time the phase of Venus will have dropped to 

40% and the distance from the Earth to 50 million miles. From the 

countryside under clear skies Venus will be a dazzling object and visi-

ble until after 8pm before it sets in the West. 
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Full Moon is on the 12th, close to its highest point in the sky for 

the year. 

Jupiter improves through January but remains a morning object. 

Pre-dawn on the 19th the last quarter Moon will be close by the 

gas giant planet in the sky, though in reality Jupiter will be about 

2,000 times further away than our Moon is. 

  

The brightest star in the sky, Sirius, is at its best in the South 

around 11pm throughout the month. Its brilliance is due to a com-

bination of it being very close in astronomical terms, at just over 8 

light years away and because it is about 20 times as luminous as 

our own Sun. Being so bright, Sirius, also called the Dog Star, was 

important to ancient cultures – the Ancient Egyptians recorded that 

Sirius rose just before the Sun each year prior to the annual flood-

ing of the River Nile. Sirius has a small companion star orbiting it, 

fittingly known as The Pup, which was only discovered in the C19th 

using large telescopes as it is faint and almost lost in the glare of 

its parent star. 

Sky Watcher 
End to End Nature Care. 

It could probably be said about any year but 2016 has been a busy 

and eventful year for us, particularly with a full programme of 

summer activities on every Wednesday evening from late April un-

til the end of August (incidentally, 2017 will be just the same so 

watch this space for details or visit www.e2e.silverend.org). Our 

first evening meeting of the New Year – 8pm on Wednesday 18th 

January at Silver End Bowls Club, Broadway – provides an oppor-

tunity for a retrospective on 2016 as those present (it is open to 

everybody and anybody) are invited to display what they consider 

their best and favourite self-taken photographs of the year. A lap-

top and digital projector will be available so please feel free to 

bring your images along in whatever format and display them; you 

can accompany them with a short discussion, or not if you prefer 

to let them speak for themselves. You may just be interested to 

see how they look projected onto a screen. It would be interesting 

also if you brought along the camera(s) on which they were taken, 

as there will no doubt be discussion about equipment and tech-

niques.  

Since the turn of the millennium, advances in digital technology 

http://www.e2e.silverend.org
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have transformed the hobby of photography, to the extent that you 

can nowadays even be a quite serious photographer with little 

more than a mobile phone. It is amazing to think that it is less 

than a generation ago that many of us still relied on film cameras 

with the inherent uncertainty of how the exposures would develop, 

the limitation to, say, 24 or 36 exposures per film, and presenta-

tions being given accompanied by slides projected by clanky and 

often unreliable machines. The great versatility of being immedi-

ately able to review the images captured, even to zoom in on 

them, plus the ability to snap away almost limitlessly provided one 

has sufficient memory in the camera and time to process all the 

files, means that for relatively little cost anybody can produce star-

tlingly good images these days. Even many compact cameras have 

amazing optics, allowing incredible zoom from distance or with 

macro settings the ability to take close-up pictures so that for a 

nature photographer even just a small domestic garden can pre-

sent lots of opportunities to capture interesting images.  

To give everybody a chance, it is proposed to have a limit on the 

night of up to 40 images per person, though you may choose to 

show fewer, and all taken during 2016 please. It would be useful 

though if those planning to come along and show photos would 

contact Simon on 01621 810141 or 07947 388180 or via email at 

simon@e2e.silverend.org so that we have an idea of how many to 

expect in advance. You are, of course, equally welcome to just 

come along and view. There is a charge on the night of £2 per per-

son to cover costs, but that also includes tea and biscuits which we 

have during a break half way through the evening.  

Looking further ahead, in February and March we have presenta-

tions on overseas travels: details below. Again, they are at 8pm at 

Silver End Bowls Club, with a £2 charge per head. 

15th February 2017  “The other side of Florida”: a 

talk by “friend of the group” 

Jen Litherland on travelling in 

the western coast of Florida. 

 

15th March 2017 “A visit to the Garden Island”: 

Andrew & Jane Moss will give a 

talk on their experiences on the 

Atlantic island of Madeira.  

 

 

mailto:simon@e2e.silverend.org
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Scottish Country Dancing 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Comencing 9th JANUARY , 7.30 -10pm EVERY OTHER MONDAY  (EG 

9TH/23RD JAN 6TH/20TH FEB 6TH/20TH MARCH 3RD/17TH/31ST APR 

Great for fitness and a good laugh too! 

Call Sue on 01206 303338 
 

Rivenhall Carpet Bowls 

Rivenhall Village Hall Every Thursday 7.30pm – 10pm 

Come along for an evening of fun with this friendly club. 
 

The Ark 

It's Open House at Rivenhall Village Hall 

Meets most Saturdays 2pm - 4pm (see calendar for exceptions) 

Come along with friends for Tea, Coffee & Cake 

Have fun with Arts, Crafts & Puzzles 

Meet new friends, all ages welcome 

Sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Tel: 07538 599584 or email info@rivenhallark.co.uk 
 

Coffee Morning 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Every Friday 9am – 12 noon 

Tea, coffee, cake and a chat with friends 
 

Table Tennis 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

2nd &4th Monday of the Month 

1.30 pm – 4.30pm, Entry £3 

Membership of Witham and Braintree U3A required £15 pa 

visit the Witham and Braintree U3A website or for 

further information please 

call Gerry Gunton 01621 819682 

or email guntongerry@aol.com or visit the table tennis page on the 

village hall website www.rivenhallvillagehall.co.uk 

Bingo! 

Saturdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Rivenhall Village Hall, Entry 

50p 

Everyone Welcome 

Call Jack on 01376 514255 

Riventots Pre-school 
Rivenhall Village Hall (Term Time) 

Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 

3.30 p.m (Mon 9.15–1.30) 

Lunch if required 12 noon – 1pm 

Call Ruth on 078 111 04813  

or email r.clary@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:r.clary@tiscali.co.uk
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Here’s a bright idea….

Huge Savings on all your bills

and free light bulbs for life!

 The latest LED light bulbs typically worth 

£300 - £500- absolutely free!

Use around 11% less electricity      

- forever!

 Free professional installation

 Lifetime Guarantee - never buy 

another light bulb again!

PLUS - save money on all your utilities, food, shopping and petrol

Find Out More: Contact Peter Hope  07904 235101

peterhope@utilitywarehouse.co.uk  Sign up for the deal yourself at: www.utilitywarehouse.org.uk/N17969

Home Phone  Broadband    Mobile         Gas           



16 

Chelmer Chimney Services 
Your Professional Chimney Sweep 

Chimneys and flues Must  

Be Swept Annually to 

Prevent Chimney Fires     

Book today on 01245 258406 
Markhagon@chelmerchimneys.co.uk 

www.chelmerchimneys.co.uk 
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent In 
Witham & Braintree 

We have 4 Lovely houses  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with 

Broadband) 

See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk 

Or Call 

John      Mavis   Michelle 
07850 161629       07714 579783       07966 323914 

G. Collins& Sons Funeral Direc-

tors  Ltd 

An Independent Family Company 

Visit Our Website: www.gcollinsandsons.net 

Tel: 01376 583750    (24 HOURS) 

4 The Street 

White Notley  

Witham CM8 1RH 

Brother & Sister 

James Collins (Dip FD) & 



18 

HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  
 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk 

Waterside Café & Bar 
@ Colemans Cottage Little Braxted Lane Witham Essex 

FREE AMPLE PARKING     CM8 3EX  

LOVELY VIEWS      01376 502088 

Tuesdays to Sundays 07.00am – 4.00pm 

 

Traditional English Breakfast   Lunchtime Menu                                                                                                                                  

7.00 – 11.00am   12.00 – 3.00pm 

With Daily Specials Board 

 

Teas & Cakes by The Lakes    Sunday Roasts 

 Come and enjoy an afternoon of cream  Bookings Only 

 teas with a choice of various teas or for 

 that special occasion add a glass of Prosecco     Licensed Bar 

 Bookings Only  Buffet Service and Outside Catering offered 



19 

Is your PC feeling poorly? Has it caught a virus? 

Suffering from memory loss exhaustion 

For all your PC ailments including: 

 Virus Prevention, Detection & removal 

 Broadband, Wireless & Firewall Set-up 

 Internet / Email Set-up & Security 

 Hardware Repairs and Upgrades 

 Software Faults and Crashes 

 Backup Solutions and Data Recovery 

 Web Design & Computer Training 

 Software Installation & Removal 

 Hardware & Software Supplied 
 

Call the PC Doctor 

Tel: 01621 891064 / 0870 285 6017 
Mob 07990 565336 

Email: 
pc_doc@pcdoctoroperations.co.uk 

Surgery Times: 7 am to 7 pm, 7days a week 

REYNOLDS 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 

For all Carpentry, Joinery 

& Cabinet Making Requirements 
 

CSCS Registered 

30 Years Experience 

4 Years Apprenticeship 

City & Guilds and 

Advanced City & Guilds Qualified 

Free estimates – No obligation 

All building work considered 

Can also make items to order  

also 

'curtain poles, tiling, flat packs, 

kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no jobs 

too small' 
 

Contact 01376 515987 or 

07889 110962 (9am – 5.30pm) 

Answer phone at other times 

For all You Painting and 
Decorating Needs 

Contact DEAN TABONE 

 

MOBILE:07769 356221 EMAIL: 

breathtaking@hotmail.co.uk 

 

15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

HERITAGE PAINTER 

LIME WASH SPECIALIST 

 

FREE ESTIMATES - NO OBLIGATION 

ALL WORK CONSIDERED 

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER 

James Newman 

(MCFHP,MAFHP) 
Home visits/Rest Homes/Nursing homes 

Established for 10 years with a reliable 

and friendly service. I am now doing 

home visits in this area 

Corns,Calluses,Hard Skin,Thick nails,Nail 

trimming 

 

HOME VISITS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 

£25 PER PERSON  £40 A COUPLE 

ROUTINE NAIL TRIM ONLY £15 

 

TELEPHONE 01376 519036 
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Jeremy Larke 

Television 

services 

 
 
 
Telephone: 01376 513645 
Mobile: 07947 601619 
Email: telerepair@aol.com 

All Television Systems Catered 

for Freesat, Freeview, Sky  

 

 Installations & Repairs To all makes and 

models 

 Full Plasma & LCD Fitting Service 

 Wall Mount Brackets Supplied and Fitted 

 Aerial & Satellite Dishes Fitted 

 Freeview, Freesat & European Channels 

 View and Control Your Sky in Other 

Rooms 

 Aerial and Telephone Extension Points 

Installed 

 

Don’t Delay Call Today 

Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 
 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 

Part of the Hunnaball Family Group 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the 

3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for 

7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 
 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 
 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 

Pat Clark 01376 512418 

www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk 

http://www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk
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DAVE’S PLUMBING 

SERVICES 

Taps, Radiators, 

 

Bathroom Suites & 

 

General Plumbing 

 

Tel: 01376 501577 

Mobile: 07973 306693 

ANGLIA TREE SERVICES 

Specialist tree surgery 

Residential & Commercial Customers 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING  TOPPING  

HEDGE TRIMMING  ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUMP GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call: 

Tel: 01621 892831 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 

Contact us 

62 Braintree 

Road 

Witham 

Essex CM8 2BY 

01376 500038 

01376 520568 

Opening Times: 

Mon– Tuesday 

8.30 am –6.30 pm 

Wednesday- 

8.30 am—8.30 pm 

Thurs—Fri 

8.30 am—6.30 pm 

Sat 

 

A friendly caring practice  

for all your pets.  

Visit our website  for more details and 

to register your pet online 

Www.brookendvets.co.uk SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY 

Thursday Mornings 
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
 

07973 129808 or 01376 515257 
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Our next 9 week course will be: 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN AGRICULTURE 

Commencing Thursday 12 January 2017 8pm  

Bowls Club (by kind permission), Broadway, 

Silver End. 

Full fee £47.25 Free to means tested benefit 

recipients. 
 

We will be looking at new and exciting developments taking place on 

UK farms, the details of the environment requirements and discussing 

what the economic changes to farming could be following the UK 

leaving the EU. 
 

To discover how friendly and sociable we are or for more details 

please contact Brian Gillion 01376 583706   

Email brian@wea.silverend.org. 

RIVENHALL GARDENING CLUB 

The Club met on Tuesday 13th December 2016, for an 

enjoyable festive evening, with an excellent tombola and a 

bring and share buffet. The floral table arrangement was 

auctioned at the end of the evening, the successful bidder 

being Tracy Taylor. The winner of the Christmas Hamper raffle 

was Grace Poulter and the winning table for the Quiz was 

Elizabeth's, Lilian's and Sue's table. 

Monthly Competition Results 

Horticultural 1st Don Scott ( one entry ) 

Domestic  

1st Bethany Hopegood 2nd Emma Hopegood 3rd Karen 

Dakin  

mailto:brian@wea.silverend.org
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Flower of the Month (no entries ) 

An interesting item on show for the evening was a scrapbook of 

newspaper cuttings compiled by the late Mrs. Punt and kindly 

donated to the Club by Pauline Marshall. It covers the Club's 

Shows 1963 to 1994. It made very interesting reading 

( memberships of 70, over 600 entries to the annual Show ). The 

newspaper pictures were also of interest and proved that yes, we 

were all young once! There were many familiar faces from years 

gone by. 

There will not be a meeting in January, the next being on Tuesday 

14t" February 2017, further details in the February magazine. We 

send our good wishes to you all for the new year - and happy 

gardening! 

The Royal British Legion collection in St. Mary's Church raised 

£18-88 for the poppy appeal during November 2016. 

 

POETRY CORNER 

This Poem was Read by Bryon Coomer at the Christmas get together 

on the 15th December:- 

I have a little Satnav  

It sits there in my car  

A Satnav is a driver’s friend  

It tells you where you are 

I have a little Satnav  

I’ve had it all my life  

It’s better than the normal ones  

My Satnav is my wife. 

It gives me full instructions  

Especially how to drive  

"It’s thirty miles an hour", it says  

"You’re doing thirty five" 

It tells me when to stop and start  

And when to use the brake  

And tells me that it’s never ever  

Safe to overtake 
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It tells me when a light is red  

And when it goes to green  

It seems to know instinctively  

Just when to intervene 

It lists the vehicles just in front  

And all those to the rear  

And taking this into account  

It specifies my gear. 

I’m sure no other driver  

Has so helpful a device  

For when we leave and lock the car  

It still gives its advice 

It fills me up with counselling  

Each journey’s pretty fraught  

So why don’t I exchange it  

And get a quieter sort? 

Ah well, you see, it cleans the house,  

Makes sure I’m properly fed,  

It washes all my shirts and things  

And – keeps me warm in bed! 

Despite all these advantages  

And my tendency to scoff,  

I do wish that once in a while  

I could turn the damned thing off! 

Author Unknown 

 

Friday 2nd December 2016 saw the true magic of 

Christmas at the Rivenhall Village Hall 

This Spectacular Light Show, now in it's 5th year brought the 

excitement of the 'Festive Season' to many  local school children 

who visited Santa in his Grotto and were greeted by many of the 

fantastic displays filling the village hall' A sight for sore 

eyes' ,indeed. 

Gifts were given to all children by Santa plus chocolate gold coins 

and badges to mark their visit. No child missed out. 
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Many adults from 'far and wide' came during the seven hours of 

opening and were  in agreement as to the fantastic atmosphere 

created by this magical day. 

Let's hope, if you missed out this year by not attending this 

memorable event, 'don't miss out' next year it will be really worth 

it, to both you and your family. 

Turning the pages of History 

Research by Tracy Taylor 

I fondly remember the Sunday School Christmas parties that was 

held in my time at Rivenhall Church Hall during late 60’s into the 

70’s, with most of Rivenhall children attending.  So this month, we 

will start with 1947 and the Sunday School Christmas Tea held at 

Rivenhall Church Hall, on the 4th January.  The event combined 

both Rivenhall and St. Francis churches and was well attended with 

over a 100 children. 

Mr. Bedford of Silver End organised games and competitions, which 

included the girls bringing their dolls dressed in fancy dress.  Mrs. 

Thomas of Silver End judged the competitions and Mrs. Bradhurst 

kindly presented the prizes.  A Lavish tea was served by the PCC 

and the ladies choir of St. Francis. 

January 1962 Rivenhall Review informed us that the propped dual 

carriageway and the removal of War Memorial was discussed at a 

Public Meeting at the Church Hall on the 2nd.  Unfortunately a very 

poor attendance to hear the Witham U.D.C. Surveyor outline the 

County Council proposals for the dual carriageway linking the it with 

Witham and Kelvedon by-passes.  Using the existing main road 

through Rivenhall End as a west-bound carriage-way to construct a 

similar carriageway on the north side.  Also was discussed was the 

surround road links in the area.  At the public meeting it was 

agreed that the War Memorial which will have to be moved from its 

existing site, should be re-sited near Rivenhall Oak. 

In 1933 Messrs Charrington and Co, of Silver End Hotel invited all 

the school children of the village for a New Year treat.  The younger 

children were entertained by a Punch and Judy show and moving 

pictures.  Father Christmas gave presents from the tree.  The 

following day the elder children were entertained with conjuring 

tricks by the “Great Auguste” and comedian Tom Scrivener.  

Medsdames. Rollason, Rushen and Richardson also contributed 

songs, with Mrs R. King at the piano.  Gifts were distributed by Mrs. 
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F. Crittall. 
 

Theft from Vans 

Vans have been entered and tools have been removed, 
if you own or know a neighbor, friend or workmate who 
owns a van make them aware. Think about security. If 
you have tools on board think about removing them 
overnight if possible. Also make a point of property 
marking your equipment both overtly and covertly. 

Please also take on board the following advise 

 DON’T tempt thieves by leaving any items on display. 

 DO CLEAN THE SAT NAV RING off the windscreen. 

 DO TURN BLUETOOTH OFF anything left in the car – it can 
be detected when on. 

 DO lock your vehicle at all times, close windows, and set the 
alarm, even when parked on your driveway or when carrying 
out any work. 

 DO PARK REAR DOORS ON VANS up against garage doors 
or other to prevent access where possible. 

 DO NOT just press the button on your fob to lock it – 
Look at your car to see the lights flash etc to confirm locking; 
someone may be nearby with a “remote blocker” and stop 
your car from locking. 

 DO try to park in a secure, well lit area were possible, if 
parking at a hotel try and park within view of reception, CCTV 
cameras or your room. 

 Do mark tools and property visibly with your post code 
and house number, and consider products such as CRE Mark, 
Selecta DNA and Smart Water. 

 Do register serial numbers of your property on 
www.immobilise.com  this is completely free service. Please 
visit the website for more information. 

 Do consider having additional security door locks fitted, they 
make it harder for the thief and are a great visual deterrent. 

 Do consider having a safe box secured within the vehicle and 
keep it locked. 

 Do consider a PIR alarm that calls you on the mobile phone 
when activated, intended for sheds work just as well in a van. 

http://www.immobilise.com/
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If using a public car park – Try to use a “Parkmark” 
approved car park  www.parkmark.co.uk 

Empty your car before someone else does. 

For further crime prevention advice see https://
www.essex.police.uk/advice/your-property/vehicles/  or 
dial 101 and ask for your local Crime Prevention Officer. 
If you know who is committing crime call 101 or contact 

Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 

 
CHRISTMAS IN RIVENHALL 

As dusk fell on the Sunday before Christmas, music and carols 

could be heard filling the air.  This was Santa’s illuminated, 

musical sleigh gliding out of Rivenhall Hall to tour the village - 

firstly Rivenhall itself, followed by Rivenhall End.  This is just one 

of the many much appreciated village traditions, run and funded 

by the Rivenhall Millennium Committee.   

Chairman Bob Turner and his supporters busily fund-raise 

throughout the year to deliver much joy at Christmas.  The 

Committee’s supporters had earlier erected a magnificent 

Christmas tree on the village green which they expertly 

illuminated and decorated - it really was a regal sight to behold. 

On the sleigh, this year’s Santa was Peter Brown who distributed 

sweets to all the children who came out to see him.  Santa was 

ably supported by Laura Hatley who sat beside Peter, presumably 

to ensure he didn’t eat too many of the sweets!  It was Bob and 

Claire Turner who guided the sleigh around the village; and it was 

a Scotsman in a Loud Suit who oversaw the distribution of 

Christmas Cakes and Biscuits to each family with a member aged 

70 or over.  Santa’s Elves distributed cards to every household 

and the gifts to our senior villagers; this year’s Elves were Jenny 

Turner, Jane Macrae, Tessa Plane, Ann and Wilson Kerr, and 

Jack Prime.  

http://www.parkmark.co.uk/
https://www.essex.police.uk/advice/your-property/vehicles/
https://www.essex.police.uk/advice/your-property/vehicles/
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A few of the gifts could not be delivered because some homes 

were empty on the night: a few gifts were not delivered because 

the Scotsman in a Loud Suit managed to miss them off!  But by 

the following day it is believed all missing gifts were delivered, 

but if you were missed then please do tell Bob or Jenny Turner, 

and the Committee will put that right.  In both Rivenhall and 

Rivenhall End the turnout on the streets was absolutely 

wonderful and Santa was kept very busy indeed.   

On the Tuesday before Christmas, the Millennium Committee 

arranged carol singing (and Carole singing) around the dazzling 

tree on the Green.  Rev Paul Watkin selected a wide range of 

traditional songs which were sung with great gusto by the large 

crowd of almost 200 people.  The background music was once 

again provided by the very enthusiastic Chelmsford Silver Band.  

It was then back to the village hall for free pastries, mulled wine 

and fruit juice.  The Chelmsford Silver Band played delightful 

seasonal medleys from the stage whilst the crowds mingled, 

chatting and laughing, and hoping Lady Luck (Carole) would 

bring winnings in the giant raffle, managed by Carole McCarthy - 

what a wonderful village atmosphere.    

These Christmas activities were all arranged and funded by the 

Rivenhall Millennium Committee.  How grateful we are to them, 
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and how truly wonderful it is to see such great community spirit 

still in our village. 

Incidentally, the Scotsman in a Loud Suit – he was none other 

than John Macrae! 

 

 

CHRISTINGLE SERVICE 
Join us for a special candlelit 
celebration 

The Children's Society Christingle raises vital  funds to support 

vulnerable children. We do hope you w ill be able to take part by joining 

our celebration. 

Unable to attend? You can still make a 

difference by sending a cheque made payable 

to The Children's Society to: Christingle,  The 

Children’s Society, Edward Rudolf House, 

Margery Street, London W C 1X 0JL 

For more information please visit       

www.childrenssociety.org.uk 

A ll proceeds go to The Children’s Society | Charity Registration No 221124 

At St Mary’s Church Rivenhall on 

Sunday 8th Jan 2017 at 11 am 
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Some Thoughts as we move forward into the New Year 
 

“The Man who stood at the Gate of the Year” 
 
One of the best known yet least known poems was published 100 

years ago. It is the poem quoted by King George VI in his Christmas 

Day broadcast in 1939. It came at the end of the nine-minute 

broadcast: He said:- 

“I feel that we may all find a message of encouragement in the lines 

which, in my closing words, I would like to say to you” he then 

quoted from the poem. 

I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year, 

"Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown." 

And he replied, "Go out into the darkness, and put your hand into 

the hand of God. 

That shall be to you better than light, and safer than a known way." 

May that Almighty Hand guide and uphold us all. 

The King's broadcast was specifically Christian in content. He 

identified Christmas as "above all, the festival of peace".  

But Britain was of course at war (and, it is worth noting the obvious 

fact, obscured by hindsight, that at the time no one knew if Britain 

would win the war). "I believe from my heart," George VI said, "that 

the cause which binds together my peoples and our gallant and 

faithful Allies is the cause of Christian civilization." 

The mysterious-sounding words with which he finished the broadcast 

were by Minnie Haskins (1875-1957). They came from a poem of 

hers called "God Knows", in a collection, The Desert, published in 

1908. Neither the poem nor its author was well known. 

Indeed, Miss Haskins did not realise the King was going to quote her 

words.  

She didn't hear the broadcast. "I heard the quotation read in a 

summary of the speech," she told The Daily Telegraph the following 

day. "I thought the words sounded familiar and suddenly it dawned 

on me that they were out of my little book." 

The poem had been drawn to the King's attention by Queen 

Elizabeth, the present Queen's mother, and the lines were to be 

recited 63 years later at her own funeral. They were wisely chosen to 

stand on their own, for the remainder do not possess such a 

compelling quality. 



Organisations in Rivenhall 
 

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor  516975 
Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday 
Age Concern (Witham area) Margaret Prime 514255 
End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141  
Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781 
Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 
Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836 
Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 
Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 07749 657390 
Spread Your Wings Dance Acam  Laura Pearson 01376 741317  
 

Facilities 
Hire of Village Hall Pauline Marshall 07749 657390 
Or email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com  
Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Dot Taylor 571551 
Mobile Library Jan. 2017 Wed  4th & 18th  & 31st Beech Road 4.10 to 4.30. p.m.  
Oak Stores  Sam and Kirsty Norman 618659 

 

Organisations in Silver End 
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464 
Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Bowls Club Roy Howard 583222 
Children’s Centre Faye Savage 587960 
Neighbourhood Police Braintree Policing Dial 101 
Congregational Church Sharon Gray 583913 
Friendship Club Ruth Aitkin 583846 
Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 583055 
Gardening Club Liz Woor 585586 
Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07857 663959 
Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839 
Scouting Group Denise Sullens Smith 583055 
St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips 583598 
Tennis Club Jason Cairns 584581 
Workers Educational Assoc. Brian Gillion 583706 
Luncheon Club  Helen Thomson 583255 
Doctors Surgery   583387 
Silver End Heritage Society Jackie Nesbitt Sec 585702 
Also Brian Gillion Chair  583706 
Silver End United Football Club Mark Edgell 01376 584639 Web 
Site www.silverendunitedfc.co.uk 
Womens Institute  Brenda Warnes 07931 548193 
Community Warden Jackie Windard 07785 515526 
Post Office in Co-op - please note that  it closes at Lunchtime 
Library: Tues & Thurs - 2pm to 6pm  Saturday 9am to 1pm 



BURNS SUPPER 

An Evening of Scottish Fare and 
Entertainment 

at 

SILVER END VILLAGE HALL 
7.00pm for 7.15pm on Saturday 4 February 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tickets £19.00 

Available from Ann Kerr 01376 515437 
 

Dance to live music with The Music Makers 
The celebration will include the traditional menu 

Haggis, Tatties and Neeps 

Scottish Shortbread 

Oatcakes & cheeseboard 

Please bring your own drinks and glasses 


